Appl. No. 09/162.768 

Amdt. dated June 3, 2003 

Reply to Office Action of March 3, 2003 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listing, of claims in the application: 
Listing of Claims: 



> 1 . (Currently Amended) A hardware upgrade o ^erablv connected to for a set top 

terminal, the hardware upgrade comprising: 

an interface to the set top terminal through which/a subscriber selection and digital audio 
signals that represent audio programs are received from/the set top terminal, wherein the set top 
terminal comprises a receiver that receives television program signals and the digital audio 
signals from a television program delivery system; 

audio processing circuitry, connected to th^/interface, that processes the digital audio 
signals, wherein the audio processing circuitry comprises a tuner that tunes to a selected audio 
program in the received digital audio signals bas^d on the received subscriber selection; and 

an output, connected to the processing circuitry, that outputs a selected audio signal that 
represents the selected audio program based on the subscriber selection. 

2. (Previously Cancelled) / 

3. (Original) The hardware upgrade of claim 1 wherein the audio signals are digital 
audio signals and the audio processing circuitry comprises a demodulator. 

4. (Original) The hardware upgrade of claim 1 wherein the audio signals are digital 

audio signals and the audio processing^ircuitry comprises digital audio processing circuitry, 

/ 

5. (Original) The hardware upgrade of claim 4 wherein the digital audio processing 
circuitry comprises a demultiplexor t() select the selected audio signal. 

6. (Original) The hardware^ upgrade of claim 4 wherein the digital audio signals are 

/' 

encrypted and the digital audio progressing circuitry comprises a decryptor. 

/ 

7. (Original) The hardware upgrade of claim 4 wherein the digital audio signals are 

compressed and the digital audio^processing circuitry comprises a decompressor. 

/ 

8. (Original) The hardware upgrade of claim 1 wherein the output is one or more 

/ 

connectors to one or more speakers. 

9. (Original) The hardware upgrade of claim 1 wherein the output is one or more 
connectors to a stereo. j 

10. (Original) The. hardware upgrade of claim 1 further comprising a microprocessor 
connected to the interface/and processing circuitry, the microprocessor accepting the subscriber 
selections and controlling the audio processing circuitry. 
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1 1 . (Original) The hardware upgrade of claim 1 lurther comprising a remote control unit, 
the remote control unit comprising inputs for entering me subscriber selections. 

12. (Original) The hardware upgrade of clair^^ 1 1 wherein the remote control unit 
comprises a display. 

1 3. (Original) The hardware upgrade of cl^im 12 wherein the display comprises a 
channel identifier display that displays a channelyidentifier corresponding to a subscriber 
selection. 

14. (Original) The hardware upgrade claim 12 wherein the display comprises an LED 
device. / 

15. (Original) The hardware upgrade of claim 12 wherein the display comprises an LCD 
device. / 

16. (Original) The hardware upgrade of claim 1 wherein the interface to the terminal 
comprises a four-wire connector. ^ 

1 7. (Original) The hardware^upgrade of claim 1 wherein the interface to the terminal 
comprises a multipin connector. ^ 

18. (Original) The hardware upgrade of claim 1 7 wherein the multipin connector is a 
multipin connector ranging from^ype DB9 to type DB25. 

19. (Original) The hardware upgrade of claim 1 wherein the interface to the terminal 
comprises a SCSI cormector. / 

20. (Original) The hardware upgrade of claim 1 further comprising a menu generator, 
whereby the subscriber selections comprise menu selections from one or more menus generated 
by the menu generator. I' 

21. (Original) Th'e hardware upgrade of claim 1 further comprising a channel identifier 
display that displays a cliannel identifier corresponding to a subscriber selection. 

22. (Original) The hardware upgrade of claim 1 wherein the selected audio signals is a 

stereo signal comprising left and right components. 

// 

23. (Currently Amended) A set top terminal comprising: 

a receiver adapted to receive television program signals and digital audio signals from a 
television prograni delivery system, wherein the digital audio signals represent audio programs; 

a subscriber interface adapted to receive subscriber inputs including a subscriber audio 
program selectiJn; and 
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a first hardware upgrade operablv connected to the sSi top terminah comprising: 

an interface to the set top terminal through which the digital audio signals and the 
subscriber audio program selection are received from the set top terminal; 

audio processing circuitry, connected to the interface, that processes the digital 
audio signals, wherein the audio processing circuitry comprises a tuner that tunes to a 
selected audio program in the received digital audio sisals based on the received subscriber 
audio program selection; and ^ 

an output, connected to the processing circuitry, that outputs a selected audio 

/ 

signal that represents the selected audio program based on the subscriber audio program 
selection. 

24. (Original) The terminal of claim 23 wherein the terminal is capable of receiving 
audio/visual programs in addition to the audio programs, an audio/visual program being 
represented by an audio signal accompanied by a corresponding video signal, and an audio 
program being represented by only an audio signal. 

25. (Original) The terminal of claim 23 further comprising a remote control unit, the 
remote control unit comprising inputs for entering the subscriber selections. 

26. (Original) The terminal of claim 25 wherein the remote control unit comprises a 
display. 

27. (Original) The terminal of claim 26 wherein the display comprises a channel 
identifier display that displays a^channel identifier corresponding to a subscriber selection. 

28. (Original) The terrninal of claim 26 wherein the display comprises an LED device. 
29- (Original) The terminal of claim 26 wherein the display comprises an LCD device. 

30. (Original) The terminal of claim 23 further comprising a menu generator, whereby 
the subscriber selections comprise menu selections from one or more menus generated by the 
menu generator, / 

3 1 . (Original) The terminal of claim 23 wherein the terminal has an expansion card slot, 
and the interface compriLs at least one card connector adapted for use with the expansion card 
slot. 

32. (Previously Amended) The terminal of claim 23 further comprising a display that 
indicates when the first hardware upgrade is in use. 
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33. (Previously Amended) The terminal of claim 23 jl^herein the first hardware 
upgrade is remotely located from the terminal. 

34. (Original) The terminal of claim 23 further comp/fising a channel identifier display 
that displays a channel identifier corresponding to a subscmber selection. 

35. (Original) The terminal of claim 23 wherein Jfhe receiver is further adapted to receive 
one or more data signals containing information about ^e audio programs. 

36. (Previously Cancelled) 

37. (Currently Amended) A system for <|^livery and reception of audio programs, the 
system comprising: 

a television program delivery system ada{5ted to deliver television program signals and 
digital audio signals, wherein the digital audio iignals represent the audio programs; and 

a set top terminal operably connectedyto the television program delivery system, the set 
lop terminal comprising: 

a receiver adapted to receive the television program signals and the digital audio 
signals from the television program delivery system; 

a subscriber interface adapted to receive subscriber inputs including a subscriber 



/ 



audio program selection; and 

a hardware upgrade operably connected to the set top terminal , comprising: 

an interfac^o the set top terminal through which the digital audio signals 
and the subscriber audio program selection are received from the set top terminal; 

audio processing circuitry, connected to the interface, that processes the 
digital audio signals, wherein the audio processing circuitry comprises a tuner that tunes 
to a selected audio program in the received digital audio signals based on the received 
subscriber audio program selection; and 

an output, connected to the processing circuitry, that outputs a selected 
audio signal that Represents the selected audio program based on the subscriber audio 
program selection. 

38. (Original) The system of claim 37 wherein the television program delivery system is 
a cable television pro-am delivery system. 
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39. (Original) The system of claim 37 wherein the cable television program delivery 
system further comprises an operations center, the operations center transmitting one or more of 
the programs to the terminal. / 

40. (Original) The system of claim 37 wherein thfe cable television program delivery 
system further comprises one or more headends, a particular one of the one or more headends 
transmitting one or more of the programs to the terminal. 

41 . (Original) The system of claim 37 wherein the television program delivery system is 
a direct satellite broadcast system. / 

42. (Original) The system of claim 37 wherein the television program delivery system 
comprises one or more fiber optic connections to the terminal. 

43. (Original) The system of claim 37yWherein the television program delivery system 
comprises one or more telephone line cormeoiions to the terminal. 

44. (Previously Cancelled) / 

45. (Currently Amended) A method for receiving audio programs at a set top terminal 
capable of receiving audio/visual programs in addition to the audio programs, an audio/visual 
program being represented by an audio/signal accompanied by a corresponding video signal, and 
an audio program being represented by a digital audio signal only, the method comprising the 
steps of / 

receiving audio/visual programs and audio programs from a television program delivery 
system using a receiver in the set t/p terminal; 

receiving subscriber selec/ons from the set top terminal ; 

tuning to one of the digit/l audio signals representing the audio programs using a tuner 
based on one or more of the received subscriber selections , wherein the tuner resides on a 
hardware upgrade operablv connected to the set top terminal ; 

processing the tuned d(gital audio signal; and 

outputting the proces/ed digital audio signal. 

46. (Previously Cancelled) 

47. (Original) The iiethod of claim 45 wherein the step of processing comprises 
demodulating. / 

48. (Original) The method of claim 45 wherein the step of processing comprises 
demultiplexing to select me selected audio signal. 

I 
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49. (Original) The method of claim 45 wherein the distal audio signals are encrypted 

/ 

and the step of processing comprises decrypting. 

50. (Original) The method of claim 45 wherein the/digital audio signals are compressed 
and the step of processing comprises decompressing. 

5 1 . (Original) The method of claim 45 further comprising the step of: 
playing the selected audio program on one or more speakers. 

52. (Original) The method of claim 45 further comprising the step of: 
playing the selected audio program on a stereo. 

53. (Original) The method of claim 45 wHerein the terminal comprises a 
microprocessor, the method further comprisingy^e step of: 

controlling the processing and selecting steps using the microprocessor. 

54. (Original) The method of claini^5 further comprising the step of: 

entering the subscriber selections on a remote control unit. 

// 

55. (Previously Amended) The' method of claim 45 further comprising the step of: 
displaying a channel identifier corresponding to a subscriber selection. 

56. (Original) The method o&^laim 55 wherein the display comprises an LED device. 

57. (Original) The method o^claim 55 wherein the display comprises an LCD device. 

58. (Original) The method4f claim 45 further comprising the steps of: 
generating one or more menus; and 

receiving one or more of the subscriber selections from one or more menus generated by 
the menu generation capability! 

59. (Original) The method of claim 45 further comprising the step of 



receiving a data signal that identifies the audio programs. 



60. (Original) The method of claim 45 wherein the selected audio signal is a stereo 
signal comprising left and^ght components. 

6 1 . (Previously Cancelled) 

62. (Currently Amended) An apparatus capable of receiving audio/visual programs 
and audio programs, anmudio/visual program being represented by an audio signal accompanied 
by a corresponding video signal, and an audio program being represented by a digital audio 
signal only, the apparatus comprising: 
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a receiver adapted to receive the audio/visual proa/ams and the audio programs from a 
television program delivery system; / 

a subscriber interface adapted to receive subscriber inputs including a subscriber audio 
program selection; and j 

a hardware upgrade operablv connected to a set top terminal, comprising: 

an interface to the set top terminal ttirough which the digital audio signals and the 
subscriber audio program selection are received from the set top terminal; 

audio processing circuitry, connected to the receiver, that processes the digital 
audio signals representing the audio programs/wherein the audio processing circuitry comprises 
a tuner that tunes to a selected audio program based on the received subscriber audio program 
selection; and 

an output, connected to the processing circuitry, that outputs a selected audio 
signal that represents the selected audio program based on the subscriber audio program 
selection. 

63. (Previously Cancelled) I 

64 (Original) The apparatus'^of claim 62 wherein the audio processing circuitry 

/ 

comprises a demodulator. j 

65. (Original) The apparatus of claim 62 wherein the audio processing circuitry 
comprises a demultiplexor to select the selected audio signal. 

66. (Original) The apparatus of claim 62 wherein the digital audio signals are encrypted 
and the audio processing circuitry comprises a decryptor. 

67. (Original) The apparatus of claim 62 wherein the digital audio signals are 
compressed and the audio processing circuitry comprises a decompressor. 

68. (Original) Th/ apparatus of claim 62 wherein the output is one or more connectors to 
one or more speakers. / 

69. (Original) The apparatus of claim 62 wherein the output is one or more connectors to 
a stereo. / 

70. (Original) / The apparatus of claim 62 further comprising a microprocessor connected 
to the subscriber interface and processing circuitry. 

71 . (Original) ^ The apparatus of claim 62 further comprising a remote control unit, the 
remote control unit comprising inputs for entering the subscriber selections. 
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72. (Original) The apparatus of claim 71 wherein the remJte control unit comprises a 
display. 

73. (Original) The apparatus of claim 72 wherein the display comprises a channel 
identifier display that displays a charmel identifier corresponding to a subscriber selection. 

74. (Original) The apparatus of claim 72 wherein the^isplay comprises an LED device. 

75. (Original) The apparatus of claim 72 wherein the display comprises an LCD device. 

76. (Original) The apparatus of claim 62 further comprising a menu generator, whereby 
the subscriber selections comprise menu selections from one or more menus generated by the 
menu generator. 

77. (Original) The apparatus of claim 62 whe/ein the receiver is further adapted to 

/ 

receive one or more data signals that contain infomasLtion about the audio programs. 

78. (Original) The apparatus of claim 62 wherein the selected audio signal is a stereo 
signal comprising left and right components. / 

79. (Original) The apparatus of claim 62 wherein the apparatus is a set top terminal. 

80. (Currently Amended) An apparatus capable of receiving audio/visual programs 
and audio programs, an audio/visual progran/being represented by an audio signal accompanied 
by a corresponding video signal, and an au^io program being represented by a digital audio 
signal only, the apparatus comprising: / 

means for receiving the audio/visual programs and the audio programs from a television 
program delivery system; / 

means for receiving subscriber inputs including a subscriber audio program selection 
from a set top terminal ; / 

means, connected to the means for receiving the audio/visual programs and the audio 
programs, for processing the digit/l audio signals representing the audio programs, wherein the 
means for processing comprisesymeans for tuning to a selected audio program using a tuner 
based on the received subscriber audio program selection , wherein the tuner resides on a 
hardware upgrade operablv connected to the set top terminal ; and 

means, connected to /he means for processing, for outputting a selected audio signal that 
represents the selected audio program based on the subscriber audio program selection. 

8 1 . (Previously Cance/ed) 
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82. (Original) The apparatus of claim 80 wherein the m^s for processing comprises 
means for demodulating. 

83. (Original) The apparatus of claim 80 wherein the/means for processing comprises 
means for demultiplexing the audio signals to select the selected audio signal. 

84. (Original) The apparatus of claim 80 whereiiythe digital audio signals are encrypted 
and the means for processing comprises means for de^^pting. 

85. (Original) The apparatus of claim 80 wherein the digital audio signals are 
compressed and the means for processing comprise/means for decompressing. 

86. (Original) The apparatus of claim 80y^herein the means for outputting a selected 
audio signal comprises means for connecting taone or more speakers. 

87. (Original) The apparatus of clain/sO wherein the means for outputting a selected 
audio signal comprises means for connecting to a stereo. 

88. (Original) The apparatus of claim 80 further comprising means, connected to the 
means for processing, for controlling the^eans for processing. 

89. (Original) The apparatus of claim 80 further comprising means for remotely 
controlling the apparatus, the means ^/r remotely controlling comprising means for entering the 
subscriber selections. 

90. (Original) The apparatufe of claim 89 wherein the means for remotely controlling 
comprises means for displaying. / 

91 . (Original) The apparatus of claim 90 wherein the means for displaying comprises 
means for displaying a channel identifier corresponding to a subscriber selection. 

92. (Original) The apparatus of claim 90 wherein the means for displaying comprises an 
LED device. / 

93. (Original) The apparatus of claim 90 wherein the means for displaying comprises an 
LCD device. / 

94. (Original) The apparatus of claim 80 further comprising means for generating 
menus, whereby the subscriber selections comprise menu selections from one or more menus 
generated by the means fo( generating menus. 

95. (Original) The apparatus of claim 80 further comprising means for receiving a data 
signal that identifies the audio programs. 
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96. (Original) The apparatus of claim 80 wherein the sel^ted audio signal is a stereo 
signal comprising left and right components. 

97. (Original) The apparatus of claim 80 wherein the/apparatus is a set top terminal. 

98. (Previously added) The terminal of claim 23 furfher comprising: 
one or more additional hardware upgrades connected to the terminal. 

99. (Previously added) The terminal of claim 98 wherein the first hardware upgrade and 
the one or more additional hardware upgrades are connected in a daisy-chain arrangement. 

100. (Previously added) The terminal of claim 99 wherein each of the first hardware 
upgrade and the one or more additional hardware upgrades comprises a SCSI connector, and the 



daisy-chain arrangement is a SCSI daisy-chain arrangement. 

101. (Previously added) The terminal of claim 98 wherein the first hardware upgrade and 



the one or more additional hardware uf^grades are capable of operating simultaneously. 

1 02. (Previously added) The te^inal of claim 98 wherein at least one of the one or more 

additional hardware upgrades is a/ audio program reception hardware upgrade. 

/ 

1 03. (Previously added) The terminal of claim 98 wherein at least one of the one or more 

/ 

additional hardware upgrade^is an interactive hardware upgrade that receives interactive 
subscriber input and produces interactive output. 



1 04. (Currently Amended) A cable television set top terminal comprising: 

a receiver that receives television program signals and digital audio signals from a 
/ 

television program delivery system; 



a first hardware upgrade connected to the set top terminal, wherein the first hardware 
upgrade is capable of receiving the digital audio signals and subscriber audio program selections 



from the set top terminal, wherein the first hardware upgrade further comprises: 
/ 

audio processing circuitry, wherein the audio processing circuitry comprises a 



tuner thatftunes to a selected digital audio signal; and 
/ 

one or more additional hardware upgrades connected to the set top terminal. 
105. (Previ(/sly added) The cable television set top terminal of claim 104 wherein the first 
hardware up^ade and the one or more additional hardware upgrades are connected in a daisy- 
chain arran.sement. 



Page 11 of 25 



AppL No. 09/162,768 
Amdt. dated June 3, 2003 
Reply to Office Action of March 3, 2003 

106. (Previously added) The cable television set top terminal of claim 105 wherein each of 
the first hardware upgrade and the one or more additional hardware upgrades comprises a SCSI 
connector, and the daisy-chain arrangement is a SCSI daisy-chain arrangement. 

1 07. (Previously added) The cable television set top^ terminal of claim 1 04 wherein the first 
hardware upgrade and the one or more additional hardware upgrades are capable of operating 
simultaneously. / 

108. (Previously added) The cable television ^et top terminal of claim 104 wherein at least 
one of the first hardware upgrade or the one or mgre additional hardware upgrades is an audio 
program reception hardware upgrade. 

1 09. (Previously added) The cable television set top terminal of claim 1 04 wherein at least 
one of the first hardware upgrade or the one or more additional hardware upgrades is an 
interactive hardware upgrade that receives/nteractive subscriber input and produces interactive 
output. 

1 10. (Currently Amended) A/system for delivery and reception of audio programs, the 
system comprising: 

a television program deUverVsystem adapted to deliver television program signals, 
including HDTV audio visual signals, and digital audio signals, wherein the digital audio signals 
represent the audio programs; and/ 

a set top terminal operably cormected to the television program delivery system, the set 
top terminal comprising: / 

a receiver adap/ed to receive the television program signals and the digital audio 
signals from the television program delivery system; 

a subscriber interface adapted to receive subscriber inputs including a subscriber 
audio program selection; a/d 

a hardware^upgrade operably connected to the set top terminal comprising: 

ar/interface to the set top terminal through which the digital audio signals 
and the subscriber audio program selection are received fi-om the set top terminal; 

audio processing circuitry, connected to the interface, that processes the 
digital audio signals, wherein the audio processing circuitry comprises a tuner that tunes 
to a selected audio program in the received digital audio signals based on the received 
subscriber ai/dio program selection; and 
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an output, connected to the processing circuiti^, that outputs a selected 

/ 

audio signal that represents the selected audio program based on the subscriber audio 
program selection. / 

111. (Previously added) The system of claim 1 10 wherein the television program delivery 
system is a cable television program delivery system. / 

1 1 2. (Previously added) The system of claim 1 10 wherein the cable television program 
delivery system further comprises an operations center, jftie operations center transmittmg one or 
more of the programs to the terminal. 

113. (Previously added) The system of claim 1^0 wherein the cable television program 
delivery system further comprises one or more headends, a particular one of the one or more 
headends transmitting one or more of the progrMis to the terminal. 

1 14. (Previously added) The system of^claim 1 10 wherein the television program delivery 
system is a direct satellite broadcast systqm. 

115. (Previously added) The system of claim 1 10 wherein the television program delivery 
system comprises one or more fiber optic connections to the terminal. 

1 16. (Previously added) The system of claim 1 10 wherein the television program delivery 

/ 

system comprises one or more telephone line connections to the terminal. 

1 1 7. (Previously Cancelled) / 

1 1 8. (Currently Amended) / An apparatus capable of receiving audio/visual programs, 
including HDTV programs, and audio programs, an audio/visual program being represented by 
an audio signal accompaniecWby a corresponding video signal, and an audio program being 
represented by a digital audio signal only, the apparatus comprising: 

a receiver adapted jfo receive the audio/visual programs and the audio programs from a 

television program delivery system; 

/ , . . • 

a subscriber interface adapted to receive subscriber inputs including a subscriber audio 

program selection; and /' 

a hardware upisrrade operablv connected to a set top terminal comprising: 

an int /rface to the set top terminal through which the digital audio signals and the 
subscriber audio program selection are received from the set top terminal: 

audio processing circuitry, connected to the receiver, that processes the digital 
audio signals representing the audio programs, wherein the audio processing circuitry comprises 
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a tuner that tunes to a selected audio program based on the received sul^riber audio program 
selection; and 

an output, connected to the processing circuitry, thaf outputs a selected audio 
signal that represents the selected audio program based on the s;mDScriber audio program 
selection. 

1 1 9. (Previously Cancelled) 

120. (Previously added) The apparatus of claim \/% wherein the audio processing circuitry 
comprises a demodulator. 

121. (Previously added) The apparatus of cl^im 1 1 8 wherein the audio processing circuitry 
comprises a demultiplexor to select the selectea audio signal. 

122. (Previously added) The apparatus^f claim 118 wherein the digital audio signals are 
encrypted and the audio processing circuitry comprises a decryptor. 

123. (Previously added) The apparatus of claim 118 wherein the digital audio signals are 
compressed and the audio processin/circuitry comprises a decompressor. 

1 24. (Previously added) The4pparatus of claim 1 1 8 wherein the output is one or more 
connectors to one or more spealcers. 

125. (Previously added) /The apparatus of claim 1 1 8 wherein the output is one or more 
connectors to a stereo. 

1 26. (Previously added) The apparatus of claim 1 1 8 further comprising a microprocessor 
connected to the subscriber interface and processing circuitry. 

1 27. (Previously added) The apparatus of claim 1 1 8 further comprising a remote control 
unit, the remote cjixroX unit comprising inputs for entering the subscriber selections. 

1 28. (Previou^y added) The apparatus of claim 1 1 8 further comprising a display. 

1 29. (Previously added) The apparatus of claim 128 wherein the display comprises a 
channel idennfier display that displays a channel identifier corresponding to a subscriber 
selection. 

130. (previously added) The apparatus of claim 128 wherein the display comprises an LED 
device/ 

131 . / (Previously added) The apparatus of claim 128 wherein the display comprises an LCD 
device. 
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132. (Previously added) The apparatus of claim 1 1 8 further convj5rising a menu generator, 
whereby the subscriber selections comprise menu selections from oj/e or more menus generated 
by the menu generator. 

133. (Previously added) The apparatus of claim 1 18 whereiii the receiver is further adapted 
to receive one or more data signals that contain information ah/ut the audio programs. 

134. (Previously added) The apparatus of claim 118 wherein the selected audio signal is a 
stereo signal comprising left and right components. 

135. (Previously added) The apparatus of claim 118 )vherein the apparatus is a set top 
temiinal. 

136. (Previously added) The apparatus of claim 6^ further comprising: 
a display. 

137. (Previously added) The apparatus of claim/l 36 wherein the display comprises a 
channel identifier display that displays a channel identifier corresponding to a subscriber 
selection. 

138. (Previously added) The apparatus of (^aim 136 wherein the display comprises an LED 
device. 

139. (Previously added) The apparatus o'f claim 136 wherein the display comprises an LCD 
device. 

140. (Previously added) The apparatjfs of claim 80 further comprising: 
means for displaying. 

141. (Previously added) The apparatus of claim 140 wherein the means for displaying 
comprises means for displaying a channel identifier corresponding to a subscriber selection. 

142. (Previously added) The apparatus of claim 140 wherein the means for displaying 
comprises an LED device, 

1 43. (Previously added) The/apparatus of claim 140 wherein the means for displaying 
comprises an LCD device. 

144. (Previously added) A^hardware upgrade for a set top terminal, the hardware upgrade 
remotely located from the set Zp terminal, the hardware upgrade comprising: 

an interface to the set/op terminal through which a subscriber selection and digital audio 
signals that represent audio/programs are received from the set top terminal, wherein the digital 
audio signals are received from a television program delivery system, wherein the television 
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program delivery system is capable of simultaneously transmitti/g video signals that are 
unrelated to the digital audio signals; 

audio processing circuitry, connected to the interface, that processes the digital audio 
signals, wherein the processing circuitry allows acces^t^the digital audio signals while the 
unrelated video signals are viewed on a television; and 

an output, connected to the processing circuitry, that outputs a selected audio signal based 
on the subscriber selection. 

145, (Previously added) The hardware^p grade of claim 144 further comprising a remote 
control unit, the remote control unit comorising inputs for entering the subscriber selection. 
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